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INTRODUCTION
1/ With joyful confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ, we, the 170 Bishops of
the Catholic Bishops® Conference of India (CBCY), gathered at St. John's
i al Academy of Health Sciences, Bengaluru, from January 31 to February
 for our XXXVI General Assembly to reflect on the theme: The

s and Challenges of Artificial Intelligence (AI). Our reflection was
the backdrop of the ongoing ‘Synod on Synodality” (October 2021-
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SITUATION AND OUR RESPONSE




country. India has made tremendous advances in the scientific, technological,

economic and other fields — the country has been acknowledged as an emerging
ian Community feels proud of our

asons for concemn:

economic power in the world. The Christi

country’s progress. However, we do find grave re

' _2.1. Economic development in our country seems (0 have benefitted only a small
entage. The rate of unemployment has vastly increased. Largescale migration
scientific and technological
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ha 'develqpmmt is often done to the detriment of ecology,
A of our tribal brothers and sisters, many of whom are




2.6. There is an unprecedented religious polarization which is harming the
cherished social harmony in our country and endangering democracy itself.

3/ Our Response to the present situation is along the path of non-violence, healing,
justice and reconciliation. With this in view, we propose the following:

3-1 As Christians, our first response is PRAYER, “for with God all things are
(Matthew: 19:26). The CBCI asks that each Diocese observes Frida;r,

he Preamble which declares India to be
R DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC



3.7. While we demand for the protection of our Fundamental and Minority Rights

guaranteed by the Constitution, we will continue to be law abiding and
responsible citizens of our beloved Motherland.

3.8. We request our Parish and Diocesan Commissions for Ecology to sensitize

people about the ecological dangers in our present lifestyle such as overusing
non-renewable resources of the carth, pollution of water and air, and wastage of
food. We want to inculcate in all an attitude of caring for our ‘common home’.
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6/ Human beings, in all their social and cultural diversity, cannot be reduced 1o

‘mere data’ or be defined by algorithms. Hence, we recommend that:

6.1. The Communication Office in each Diocese organize well-planned media

programmes whereby the entire community - - children, youth, families, religious
and clergy — can be educated in the responsible use of digital and Al tools,

safeguarding against manipulation and abuse. We want to promote ethical use of

Al to be responsible citizens of the digital world.
6.2. Our Diocesan and Regional Commissions for Social Communications and

| leh Ammum harness the available Al tools for effective faith formation

ses Religious Congregations and Lay Associations equip our youth to
-fhﬂ oppolmnities offered hgr the Al revolution.
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who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour™ (Luke 4:18-19).
We pray for the welfare and prosperity of our country as we entrust our country
to the Blessed Virgin Mary, our Mother, the Star of Hope.




