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Most Rev. Dr. James Thoppil        Bishop’s House 

         Bishop of Kohima        Post Box No. 519  

Kohima - 797001 

Nagaland  
                                                                                                                         

  December 04, 2024                                                                               
 

BPKOH/CIR/05/2024                   
  

Dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters, Brothers and Lay Faithful, 
 

Greetings from Bishop’s House, Kohima!!  
 

We are in the season of Advent and on each Sunday of the advent we lit four candles that represent 

– Hope, Faith, Joy and Peace. Our Advent observance culminates with the feast of Christmas. John 

3: 16-17 says, "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not sent his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him." The true meaning of 

Christmas is the celebration of this incredible act of love. 

 

Why was Christmas necessary? Because we needed a Savior! Why does God love us so much? 

Because He is love (1 John 4: 8). Why do we celebrate Christmas each year? Out of gratitude for 

what God did for us.  

 

Remember, without Jesus in the manger, we would not have Jesus on the cross. Without Jesus on 

the cross, we would not have salvation and we would still be separated from God. The Christmas 

story is one of prayers answered and miracles witnessed, promises fulfilled and hope restored. It’s 

an old story and a new story. It’s Jesus’ story and it’s our story. So let us celebrate.  

 

I take this opportunity to wish everyone a grace-filled Christmas and joy filled New Year 2025.  
 

 

Ordinary Jubilee 2025 
 

The whole Church is gearing for the celebration of the ordinary jubilee year 2025 with the motto 

“Pilgrims of Hope”. We have taken it as the theme for the year 2025. The jubilee is to be a time of 

rest, review, restore and reconcile with the following characteristics: Pilgrimages (to designated 

Churches in the diocese and Rome); Reconciliation (restoration of social justice and personal 

reconciliation through confessions), Prayer (being open to God’s presence) Liturgy (public prayer 

of the Church), Profession of faith (identity of the baptized), Indulgence (experience of God’s 

mercy). In our diocesan calendar we have marked few important dates for the jubilee celebration 

for various categories of people.  

We shall also join the whole church, in inaugurating the Jubilee 2025 on the 29
th

 December 2024 

before the Holy Mass at 10.00 am at the Cathedral of Mary Help of Christians, Kohima. As already 
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announced the Cathedral Church of Mary Help of Christians, Kohima is officially designated as the 

Church for pilgrimages and fulfilling the conditions laid down, one can obtain plenary indulgences 

granted by the Church.  
 

Inauguration of the first Novena year for the Great Jubilee of Redemption, 2033 
 

As informed in the previous circular, during the last meeting of the North East India Regional 

Bishops’ Council (NEIRBC) it was agreed to have nine years of preparation for the great jubilee of 

redemption 2033 in line with what the region did for the centenary of the Catholic Church in the 

Northeast. Each of the Archdioceses and dioceses in the region will keep one year in their 

respective diocese with a specific theme, inviting the bishops and representative from the region for 

the common celebration. NEIRBC has prepared a pastoral letter as a follow up the Pastoral 

Conference 2024, in which the Bishops have mentioned about the nine year preparation for the 

great jubilee of redemption. Some copies of it sent to all the parishes and institutions for follow up 

action. It would be good to translate the pastoral letter into the local dialects for better 

understanding and action plan.  

 

The diocese of Itanagar hosted the inauguration of the Novena year with the theme, “Eucharist, 

Mission and Evangelization” on November 24, 2024 with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist and 

Eucharistic procession. Representatives from all the fifteen diocese of Northeast India were present 

for the function, who took part in the animation session held on the previous day. The Bishops have 

prepared a Prayer for the Great Jubilee of Redemption, enclosed with this circular to be recited 

after mass on every Sunday. I request the Parish Priests/Centre In-charges to make copies of the 

prayers and begin praying from 29
th

 December 2024 with the inauguration of the jubilee 2025.  The 

dioceses of Bongaigaon and Aizawl will celebrate second year of novena with the theme, Children 

and BEC respectively.  

 

Our diocese will celebrate the Novena year in October 2028 commemorating 80 years of the arrival 

and stay of the first Catholic missionaries to Nagaland with specific emphasis on the laity, who 

played the vital role in the establishment and spread of the Catholic faith in Nagaland 

Annual Meetings in December 

As customary we shall have our annual Christmas meetings. We have put the meetings as close as 

Christmas in order to avoid two travels – one for the meetings and later for Christmas shopping and 

also hoping that the examination results would be already given out so that all priests can take part 

in this annual meetings, prayer and fellowship. I am giving below a tentative program.. 
 

December 18, Wed  Regional Animators meeting (BH. Dimapur- 2.30- 4.30 pm)  

   Senate (BH. Dimapur- 5.00 - 7.00 pm ) 

December 19, Thu:   Priests meeting (9.00 am, Holy Cross) 

   Region wise sharing (the key points and innovative initiative and results)  

   Coffee Break (10.30 am) 

            Meeting (11.00 am)  

             Lunch (12.30) 

Priests meeting continue if required (2.30 – 4.00 pm) 

            Recollection for Priests (5.00 pm) 
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December 20, Fri Consulters meeting (BH, Dimapur, 8.30 am)  

 

Two years Catechists Training in Imphal  

 
Due to the ethnic conflict in Manipur and consequent destruction of the Pastoral Centre, Imphal, 

the two year training of the Catechists was disrupted. Newman Pastoral Centre, Chümoukedima, 

hosted the catechist trainees this year and they completed their training and was given the mission 

on November 30, 2024 by Most Rev. Dr. Linus Neli, the Archbishop of Imphal.  

 

The next batch of catechists training (2025-27) will be conducted in Tungjoy, Senapati Dist from 

17
th

 February 2025. Enclosed the details about the program. I request the Parish Priest / Centre In-

charges to find suitable candidates who can be trained. The candidate must have passed class X and 

has fairly good command of English, between the age of 20 to 35 (preferably bachelor). He must be 

a practicing Catholic with good moral standing in the society and must have potential traits of 

learning, leadership and teaching, etc. For further details kindly approach Fr. Sabu Chenackal, the 

Director of Newman Pastoral Centre, Chümoukedima. 

 

Mobile: 8075535821 / 9436009797 / 8974620968; E-mail: frsabu@gmail.com 

 

New guidelines for Inner line Permit 
 

 Though we had made many requests through various channels for longer period of inner line 

permit for Catholic Missionaries, the fresh guidelines issued by the Government has not reached up 

to our expectation. However, the concerned have promised to look into the matter at the earliest. In 

the meantime, all those who are requiring inner line permit are requested to obtain the same from 

their respective Districts. The fresh guidelines have simplified the process by submitting the 

application along with required documents and endorsement from the Parish Priest. For any help 

you may approach Rev. Fr. Alex Tep, the secretary to the Bishop. 

 

Priestly Ordinations 
 

During the year 2024-25 we have six priestly ordinations from the diocese of Kohima.  

 

John Nokeduzo & Savio Angoto Friday 27
th

 December 2024 Kidima Kohima 

Isamding Kevin Diswang Saturday, 28th December 2024 Poilwa MSFS 

Khamo Zhopa Charles Tuesday, 31st December 2024 Lozaphuphu SDB 

Pelevito Patrick Kipfe Friday, 03rd January 2025 Phesama SJ 

Zhapuvizo David Sale   Saturday, 10th May 2025 Kigwema OFMCAP 
 

 

Catechetical Certification Programme – 2
nd

 batch  
 

We shall be starting the second batch of Catechetical Certification Programme, entitled “God 

Redeeming our World: A systematic study of the Catholic Faith” offered by Rev. Deacon Sherman 

Kuek. The first cycle will be held from January 10 – 17, 2025 in the Newman Pastoral Centre, 

Chumukedima. It is a residential programme in two cycles after which completion certificate will 

be given from “Christian Institute for Theological Engagement (CHRISTE)”. The first batch of 30 

participants completed the program in January 2024 and was given the certificate. The programme 

mailto:frsabu@gmail.com
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is open to any lay person who wants to learn and know more about Catholic Faith. I encourage as 

many of our people to enroll for the programme. For more details and registration, kindly contact 

Rev. Fr. Sabu Chenackal: Mobile: 8075535821 / 9436009797 / 8974620968; E-mail: 

frsabu@gmail.com 

  

The list of Annual Collections for the year 2025 
 

Every year we make collections for the needs of the universal Church, national Church and the 

local church. We have been recipients and beneficiaries of the generosity of people. Our 

contribution for the diocesan collections is our way of contributing generously for the needs of the 

Church at different level. The full list of collection, the purpose and the date to submit the same o 

the diocesan finance office is attached. Kindly make more copies and share it with all the village 

churches and catechists.  

  

Congratulation to Successful NPSC Candidates, 2024  
 

We are happy that twelve of our Catholics have passed the NPSC CTSE Examination 2024. We 

congratulate them and wish them all the best in their cherished future career.   

 

 Name Post Parish 

1 Rangam C Nyuwi (Francis), SDO (Civil Engg.) PHE   St. Xavier Parish, Meluri 

2 Sedengulie Leo Demonstrator Interior Design: 

Higher and technical education. 

St Maria Goretri Parish, 

Zubza 

3 Thungashan Kikon Inspector, Agriculture, Department St. Paul Parish, Wokha 

4 Vingolo Dukru Junior Engineer, Power Department St. Anthony, Tenyiphe 

5 Mhabemo Jami Junior Engineer, Power Department Carmel Parish, 4
th

 Mile 

6 Chichanbeni Patton Project officer, Department of New 

& Renewable Energy  

Carmel Parish, 4
th

 Mile 

7 Kirangzailie Poireng Pharmacist, Health and family 

welfare Department 

St. Paul Parish, Peren 

8 Ihalung Herie SDO (Agri/civil Engg.) Water 

Resource Department 

St. Paul Parish, Peren 

9 Caroline Jemu Junior Engineer, PHE Department St. Peter’s Parish, 

Tesophenyu 

10 Bensinle Magh Junior Engineer, Power Department St. Peter’s Parish, 

Tesophenyu 

11 Nikato Albert Swu Demonstrator- Electrical, 

Technical,  Education Department 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Parish, Lazami 

12 Yevili Swu Inspector, Agriculture, Department St. Francis of Assisi 

Parish, Lazami 

mailto:frsabu@gmail.com
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Congrats and best wishes to New Leadership team of the following congregations  

 

 Sacred Heart Congregation 

 Superior General  Sr. Usha Maria Maruthanamkuzhy SH 

 General Councillors  Sr. Elsa Tom Puthiyidathu SD (VG, Evangelization) 

     Sr. Johncy Maria Pullumarikunnel SH, (Charitative activities) 

     Sr. Ancy Paul Arackal SH (Education) 

     Sr. Salomy Joseph Padingarekattunkal SH, (Social Welfare) 

     Sr. Rani Tom Poriyath SH(Auditor General) 

     Sr. Ann Mary Uthinthanathil SH (Procurator General)  

Franciscan Clarist Congregation (FCC) (Nirmal Jyoti Province, Dimapur) 

 Provincial Superior  Sr. Lisa FCC 

 Assistant Provincial  Sr. Deepa Mathew FCC 

 Councillor   Sr. Deepthi Kallarackal FCC 

 Councillor   Sr. Flory Therese FCC 

 Finance   Sr. Tessin FCC 

 Secretary   Sr. Shiny George FCC 

Franciscan of St. Mary of the Angeles (FSMA) Jaipur Province 

 Provincial Superior  Sr. M. Doris Neves FSMA 

 Assistant Provincial  Sr. M. Jyothsna Manakal FSMA 

 Councillors   Sr. M. Pushparani Savarimuhtu FSMA 

     Sr. M. Ishpriya Thundiyil FSMA 

     Sr. M. Riya Dias FSMA 

Diocesan Transfers 
 

1. Fr. Victor Renthungo   Assistant Priest & Principal, Holy Cross, Dimapur   

2. Fr. Philip Yapathung  Studies   

 

May their Souls rest in peace!! 

4
th

 September: Mrs Annamma Joseph (85) the beloved mother of Rev. Fr Sunny Joseph 

 Kudumbakuzhy (Bishop's House Dimapur) 

12
th

 September: Mrs. Vilhusono Antonia (72 Years), the beloved wife of Sir Rocus R. Chasie, a 

very  prominent and committed Catholic leader (SFS Parish, Kohima). 

15
th

 September: Mr. Andrew Veigas (88 Years) beloved Dad of Rev. Fr. Gerald Veigas (Capuchin 

 House, Dimapur). 
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17
th

 September: Mr. Eugene Kuek (81 Years) the beloved father of Deacon Sherman Kuek - an 

 active Missionary from Malaysia who reaches out to Nagaland Mission  

17
th

 September: Rev. Fr. Joy Thomas  (57 Years), the first cousin of Rev. Fr. Tommy (Parish 

Priest,  St. Xavier Parish, Meluri). 

23
rd

 September: Mr. Panii Gregory (71 Years), the beloved eldest brother of Rev. Fr. Benjamin 

 Nakho Msfs (St. Francis De Sales Parish, Medziphema). 

29
th

 September: Mr. Zhaselie Thomas, the paternal uncle of Rev. Fr. Leo Chasie (St. Paul Parish, 

 Pungro). 

30
th

 September: Mrs. Zanboni Yanthan, Beloved Mother of Sir Jonas Yanthan (CAN Advisor). 

4
th

 November: Mr. Gerald Fernandes (69 years) the beloved elder brother of Rev . Fr. Richard 

 Fernandes (St. Dominic Parish, Chiephobozou). 

8
th

 November: Rev. Sr. Philo George SH (65 Years), member of SH Amala Province, Assam. 

8
th

 November: Mr. George Kannanthadathil, the beloved father of Rev. Sr. Tresa George SH [St. 

 Joseph Children home. BurmaCamp]. 

13
th

 November: Mr. Joseph Iniyappanavar (85 Years), the beloved father of Rev. Sr. Elizabeth 

 Iniyappanavar UFS (Candidates  Directress Tabor UFC Provincialate). 

22
nd

 November: Rev. Sr. Merine Chenkarayil (52 Years ). She worked in Nagaland at Holy 

 Redeemer Parish Tobu in the year 1994. 

23
rd

 November: Rev. Fr. Phimu Ashuli Joseph SJ (48 Yeas) of Kohima Jesuit Region. 

04
th

 December: Rev. Sr. Anna Thekkanal FMA (63 Years) of the Salesian Sisters of Guwahati 

 Province. 

 

     Bishop’s Program 
 

December 2024 

 

1 Sun Kohima: Communio Sunday, Pastoral visit, Medziphema, Hornbill Festival, Kisama 

2 Mon Pastoral visit, Medziphema 

3 Tue Pastoral visit, Medziphema 

4 Wed To Ngari Raidulomai, Senapati Dist. Manipur 

5 Thu Ngari Raidulomai – 50
th
 Anniversary of Martydom of S.P. Thuinganing Thomas 

6 Fri Kohima 

7 Sat To Mokokchung 

8 Sun VK Town: Silver Jubilee 

9 Mon Kohima – Dimapur, SABS Synasis Mass 

10 Tue Dimapur – CMC Synasis Mass 

11 Wed Kohima 

12 Thu Kohima 

13 Fri Longsa: : Lotha Women Association Convention 

14 Sat Eckisingram – Zeliang Catholic Women Convention 
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15 Sun Razeba: Silver Jubilee of Women Association 

16 Mon Kohima 

17 Tue Chumukedima – Church Blessing, Singrijan,  Christmas Celebration SJU (2.00 pm) 

18 Wed Dimapur – Regional Animators meeting (BH.D- 2.30-4.30) Senate (BH. D- 5.00 7.00 pm) 

19 Thu Dimapur – Priests meeting (HC campus - 9.00 – 3.30) 5.00 Recollection  

20 Fri Kohima   - Consulters meeting (BHD 8.30 am) 

21 Sat Kohima 

22 Sun Pfutsero – Porba – Golden Jubilee 

23 Mon Kohima 

24 Tue Kohima - Dimapur 

25 Wed Kohima – Christmas Day 

26 Thu Kohima 

27 Fri Kidima – Ordinations – Deacons Savio and John 

28 Sat Poilwa – Golden Jubilee and priestly Ordination – Deacon Kevin MSFS 

29 Sun Peren - Feast of the  Holy Family:; Golden Jubilee of St. Thersa Church Peren -  

30 Mon Tening – Golden Jubilee of St. Peter’s Church Nchan 

31 Tue Lozaphuhu – Priestly ordination of Deacon Charls SDB 

 

January 2025 

 

1 Wed Kohima 

2 Thu Kohima 

3 Fri Phesama: Priestly ordination of Deacon Pelevito Patrick Kipfe SJ 

4 Sat To Kerala 

5 Sun Kerala 

6 Mon Kerala 

7 Tue Kerala 

8 Wed Kerala 

9 Thu To Dimapur 

10 Fri Dimapur-Kohima 

11 Sat Kohima – Khonoma – ACU convention 

12 Sun Khonoma – ACU Convention 

13 Mon Kohima 

14 Tue Kohima 

15 Wed To Atoizu 

16 Thu Atoizu – Youth Jubilee 

17 Fri Kohima – 3
rd

 Death anniversary of Fr. Manoj Manuel 

18 Sat Thenyizumi – Chakhesang Youth convention 

19 Sun Tuensang – NCWA Convention 

20 Mon Return to Kohima 

21 Tue Kohima 

22 Wed Kohima 

23 Thu Kohima 

24 Fri Dimapur – Consulters meeting 

25 Sat To Patna 

26 Sun Patna 

27 Mon 36
th
 Plenary Assembly CCBI – Bhubaneswar  
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28 Tue             “ ” 

29 Wed             “ ” 

30 Thu             “ ” 

31 Fri             “ ” 

 

February 2025 

 

1 Sat 36
th
 Plenary Assembly CCBI  

2 Sun             “ ” 

3 Mon             “ ” 

4 Tue             “ ” 

5 Wed             “ ” 

6 Thu To Kerala – Medical treatment 

7 Fri Medical treatment 

8 Sat             “ ” 

9 Sun             “ ” 

10 Mon             “ ” 

11 Tue             “ ” 

12 Wed             “ ” 

13 Thu             “ ” 

14 Fri             “ ” 

15 Sat             “ ” 

16 Sun             “ ” 

17 Mon             “ ” 

18 Tue             “ ” 

19 Wed             “ ” 

20 Thu             “ ” 

21 Fri             “ ” 

22 Sat             “ ” 

23 Sun Return from Medical treatment 

24 Mon NEIRBC meeting - Bongaigaon 

25 Tue             “ ” 

26 Wed             “ ” 

27 Thu             “ ” 

28 Fri             “ ” 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

Most Rev. Dr. James Thoppil 

Bishop of Kohima 
   

 


