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Most Rev. Dr. James Thoppil        Bishop’s House 

         Bishop of Kohima        Post Box No. 519  

Kohima - 797001 

Nagaland  
     

                                                                                                                           

                                                                     July 06, 2024                                                                               
 

BPKOH/CIR/03/2024                   
  

Dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters, Brothers and Lay Faithful, 
 

Greetings from Bishop’s House, Kohima !!  
 

We are in the month of July and most of our schools are on holidays especially those in the 

Dimapur, Jalukie region and some in the hills, while others might have finishing the summer break. 

This is also the season for cultivation for most part of Nagaland. We continue to support our people 

with our prayers so that God may reward them with the fruit of their labour – a plentiful harvest.  

 

We are having monsoon rains which are causing hazards and havoc, especially with landslides that 

block travels in most places. Kindly take care while travelling.  

 

As you might have seen from my program I will be away from the diocese for five weeks for the 

mission appeal in the US. In fact this year we did not get many parishes despite writing to over 

sixty dioceses in the US. Therefore only I am going this year for the MCP. Kindly keep me in your 

prayers. During my absence Rev. Fr. Carolus Neisalhou, the Vicar General of the diocese will take 

care of the ordinary administration of the diocese.    

 
 

2024 Year of Prayer – Prayer book 
 

In my last circular I mentioned that the year 2024 as a year of prayers in preparation for the jubilee 

year 2025. During this year Pope Francis calls on the faithful to intensify prayer to live well this 

event of grace and experience the strength of God’s Hope. According to the Pope, it is a year 

dedicated to rediscovering the great value and absolute need for prayer in personal life, in the life 

of the church and in the world.  

 

To help us to pray in our families, the diocese has printed  a small booklet containing various 

prayers. It is available in our religious stall in Dimapur (Holy Cross campus) at the subsidized rate. 

As suggested in our Diocesan Pastoral Council I request everyone to make a small prayer altar in 

the house and to have a family prayer together with all the members of the family daily (may be 
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before the supper) because praying together as a family is the best way of bonding, communion and 

communication within the family.  

 

Welcome back and Congratulation 

 

We are happy to welcome back and congratulate our Fathers after their studies. 

Fr. Dominic Kwetrangging completed Diploma in Hospital Administration from St. John’s 

Medical College, Bangalore 

Fr. Shaji Palakunnel completed MSW with specialization in Medical & Psychiatry, Diploma in 

Psychology & Counselling, Diploma in Counselling and Psychoterapy and Advanced Diploma in 

Psychoterapy  

Fr. Kokto Kurian completed MSW from St. Joseph University, Bangalore 

We welcome them back and congratulate them and wish them all their best in their new 

appointments.  
 

New Course at St. Joseph University (BPES) 
 

This year St. Joseph University, Dimapur is starting a new course of Bachelor of Physical 

Education and Sports (B.P.E.S. Hons. - 3 Yrs), first of its kind in Nagaland, which I am sure will 

provide great job opportunity. Since all schools need a teacher for Physical Education, those 

passing out from the university with this degree will have great chance for employment. Therefore 

I request those recently passed out in the HSSLC (especially Catholics and physically fit) to join 

the course as it offers great chance for jobs in the schools. As you know St. Joseph University 

offers 20% concession to practicing Catholic students who take admission with the 

Recommendation of the Parish Priest and along with the Baptism certificate.      
 

Career in Journalism and Mass Media 
 

NISCORT is a national college offering Bachelor Degree (BA) in Journalism and Mass 

Communication (BJMC), various Master Degree programmes (MA), Certificate Courses in 

Media, and Diploma in Pastoral Communications. It is established and managed by the 

Catholic Bishops' Conference of India (CBCI). Since there is much job opportunity for mass 

media and communication, I encourage those with an aptitude and flair for journalism and 

reporting to join the program. The diocese will offer partial scholarship through Bishop 

Abraham Memorial Scholarship (BAM). Attached please find the brochure for the same. 

‘A Jubilee grace’: Vatican announces Holy Year Indulgence 

Following the solemn proclamation of the Jubilee 2025 by Pope Francis last week, the Apostolic 

Penitentiary has published a Decree that provides the details for the Indulgences that will be 

granted during the Holy Year. The Catholic faithful will have multiple ways to gain the Jubilee 

Indulgence for the 2025 Holy Year, according to a new decree promulgated by the Apostolic 

Penitentiary “An indulgence is a remission before God of the temporal punishment due to sins 

whose guilt has already been forgiven, which the faithful Christian who is duly disposed gains 

under certain prescribed conditions through the action of the Church which, as the minister of 

redemption, dispenses and applies with authority the treasury of the satisfactions of Christ and the 
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saints.” Indulgences are plenary (full) or partial depending on whether they remove all or part of 

the temporal punishment due to sin.  Jubilee Indulgence “is a way of discovering the unlimited 

nature of God’s mercy,” 

After confirming that all other indulgences remain in force, the Penitentiary establishes three main 

ways to gain the Jubilee Indulgence: Pilgrimages to any sacred Jubilee site; pious visits to 

sacred places, and works of mercy and penance. 

Pilgrimages 

 

The first category of Jubilee places includes the four Major Papal Basilicas in Rome (St Peter’s, St 

John Lateran, St Mary Major, and St Paul’s Outside the Walls); and the Holy Land Basilicas of the 

Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, the Nativity in Bethlehem, and the Annunciation in Nazareth; as well 

as Cathedrals and other churches or sacred places designated by Bishops in the particular Churches. 

The Indulgence can be gained by “devoutly” participating in Holy Mass at the site, or by taking 

part in a Liturgy of the Word, the Liturgy of the Hours (Office of Readings, Morning Prayer, 

Evening Prayer), the Via Crucis (way of the Cross), the Rosary, or a penitential service that 

includes individual confessions. 

 

Duties of bishops and priests 
 

The Apostolic Penitentiary also grants Bishops the possibility of imparting the Papal Blessing “on 

the occasion of the main Jubilee celebration in the Cathedral and in individual Jubilee Churches, 

with the Indulgence for all those who receive the Blessing, with the usual conditions. 

The Decree strongly urges “all priests” to be generous in offering occasions for sacramental 

Reconciliation.  
 

In our diocese, the Cathedral of Mary Help of Christians, Kohima is declared as Church for 

Pilgrimages and indulgences.  

 

  

Congrats and best wishes to New Leadership team of the following 

Congregations 

MSJ Sisters (working in our Palliative Care Centre, Shalom and Holy Redeemer Heath Ccentre) 

Sr. Divya MSJ  Provincial Superior 

Sr. Elsy MSJ  Vicar provincial (Healing Mission) 

Sr. Cicil Therese Councilor (Formation Mission) 

Sr. Jisha Rose  Councilor (Evangelization Mission) 

Sr. Liji Jose  Councilor (Social Mission) 

Sr. Della  Provincial procurator 

Sr. Jinta  Provincial Secretary 
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Congregations REV. FR PAMPACKAL JOSEPH SDB, the New Salesian 

Provincial: Dimapur Province 

We congratulate Rev. Fr. Joseph Pampackal (born on 15-02-1955), who has been elected as the 

next Provincial of Dimapur Province. He worked in our diocese as Provincial Economer, Dean of 

Studies of Salesian College (Post-Novitiate) Dimapur, Secretary to the Provincial. He will be 

installed as the 8th Provincial of the Salesian Province of Dimapur on Saturday, 3 August 2024 at 

Don Bosco Provincial House, Dimapur. We assure him of our prayers, support and collaboration in 

fulfilling his responsibilities as the Provincial.   

Transfers and Appointments 

I thank all the priests and religious who carry out various ministries in the diocese at various 

parishes and centers. Transfers are part and parcel of religious life. I am giving below transfers and 

new appointment in the diocese. 

 

Diocesan Transfers 

 

1. Fr. Alex Vizo  Parish Priest & Principal, Kidima      

2. Fr. N. K. Abraham  Parish Priest & Principal, Chiephobozou   

3. Fr. Jaison C J  Parish Priest & Principal, Jalukie     

4. Fr. Anthony Samy  Parish Priest & Principal, Mt. Carmel, Dimapur  

5. Fr. Sivi George  Parish Priest & Principal, Lozaphuhu  

6. Fr. Solomon Kevishe Parish Priest & Principal, Tobu    

7. Fr. Shaji Mathew  Parish Priest & Principal, Tuensang   

8. Fr. George Anthony Parish Priest & Principal, Bhandari   

9. Fr. Mathew Rhanben Parish Priest & Principal, Longleng  

10. Fr. James K.C   Parish Priest & Principal, Longsa  

11. Fr. John Kavas  Centre In-charge & Principal, Tesophenyu     

12. Fr. Siby John  Centre In-charge & Principal, Noklak    

13. Fr. Sabu Chenackal Director, New Man Pastoral Centre, Chumukedima  

14. Fr. Thomas Muttathil Director, Don Bosco Hostel, Jotsoma      

15. Fr. Sunny K. S.  Administrator, GSS, Dimapur 

16 .Fr. Joseph Ottukalathil Administrator, Bishop’s House, Dimapur 

17. Fr. George Vekhupa Administrator, St. Xavier College, Jalukie  

18. Fr. Thomas Toretkiu Associate Priest, Kiphire, In-charge Kiusam  

19. Fr. James Sangtam Associate Priest, Bhandari    

20. Fr. Richard Fernandes Associate Priest, Chiephobozou    

21. Fr. Kurian Kokto  Director, NCYM and other Youth Association, Bishop’s House, 

Kohima 

22. Fr. Dominic Zeliang Assistant Priest, SFS, Kohima 

23. Fr. John Ntonse  Ph. D, St. Joseph University, (Residence, Mt Carmel, 4
th

 Mile)  

24. Fr. Johnson V.U  Sabbatical, Ph. D (Residence, Bishop’s House, Dimapur)   
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SDB 

SI NO Names 
 

Responsibilities 2024 
 

House 2024 
 

1 Fr. Mundu Santosh Social Communication Dimapur B.Ed. College 
 

2 Fr. Chittilappilly Varghese (CT) Rector 
 

Dimapur - DBVTC 

3 Br. Tuti Alexius 
 

Administrator and 
Counsellor 
 

Dimapur - DBVTC 
 

4 Fr. Menamparampil George (MC)     Asst. Priest (Sabbatical) 
 

Dimapur - Provincial 
House 

5 Fr. Palackel Mathew (Nebu) 
 

Rector (second term) 
 

Dimapur - Don Bosco 
 

6 Fr. Kikon Nchumbemo John 
 

Principal 
 

Dimapur - Don Bosco 
 

7 Fr. Elow Samuel 
 

Rector 
 

Dimapur - Salesian 
College 

8 Dn. Daikho Mathew 
 

Administrator and 
Professor 
 

Dimapur - Salesian 
College 

9 Fr. Jesuraj Felix Joseph (INT) 
 

Vice Principal 2, 
Professor and Chief 
Librarian 
 

Dimapur - Salesian 
College 

10 Cl. Humtsoe Z. Dominic John 
 

Assistant and Teacher 
 

Dimapur - Salesian 
College 

11 Cl. Khawakhrie Petevisie Paul 
 

Assistant and Teacher 
 

Dimapur - Salesian 
College 

12 Fr. Chittissery Joseph (CM) 
 

Rector (second term) 
 

Kohima - Christ King 
 
 

13 Dn. Khamo Zhopa Charles 
 

Pastoral Ministry and 
Village Schools 
 

Kohima - Christ King 
 
 

14 Fr. Mattam Xavier 
 

Rector, AI and Research 
 

Kohima – Don Bosco 
 

15 Fr. Tharakunnel Tious 
 

College Principal and 
Administrator  

Kohima – Don Bosco 
 

16 Fr. Thottathimyalil Francis (TJ) In-Charge and 
Administrator 
 

Mon 

17 Fr. Thottappally Joseph 
 

Asst. Priest 
(Convalescence) 
 

Tuli 
 

18 Fr. Chennoth Sebastian (CJ) 
 

Rector and Parish Priest 
 

Sechü-Zubza - Novitiate 
 

19 Fr. Kapani Deli David 
 

Rector and Dir. of 
Novices (second term) 
 

Sechü-Zubza - Novitiate 
 

20 Fr Kangba Talung William 
 

Socius and 
Administrator 

Sechü-Zubza - Novitiate 
 

21 Fr Gangmei Gaisinpou Romeo     Vocation Promoter and 
Teacher 

Sechü-Zubza - Novitiate 
 

22 Cl. Maheo Sahrüni Samuel 
 

Assistant and Teacher 
 

Sechü-Zubza - Novitiate 
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Little Flower Congregation (CST) 

Rev. Fr. Vimal CST.   Centre In-charge of St. Peter’s Church Riphyim 

  

Congregation of the Mission (CM) 

Rev. Fr. Sachit Singh  Administrator of St. Vincent’s Seminary Dimapur 

 

Claretian Missionaries  

Rev. Fr. Dkhar Ricky  Asst. in-charge & Economer of St. Paul Centre, Anjagyang  

  

 

MSMHC 

 
Name of the Convent Transferred Incoming/New Members 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Convent , 

Padampukhuri 

1. Sr. Franciska Horo 

 

1. Sr. Constantina Baxla  

 

 

2. Sr. K.V. Haloune Alphonsa 2. Sr. Auxilia Rayappa 

 3. Sr. Muktilta Kujur  

 

 4. Sr. Rita Kera (Pastoral 

Centre) 

 

Little Flower Study House, 

Dimapur 

1. Sr. Kabita Teresa Kanei  1. Sr. Komuni Teresa  

2. Sr. R. K. Lily Faustina  2. Sr. Felicity Malangmei  

3. Sr. Sara Gailunglui  3. Sr. Annatacia Dzüvichü 

4. Sr. Gracy Wangsu 4. Sr. Mamata Bara  

 5. Sr. Bruna Malangmei  

 

Mary Hill Convent, Jalukie 

1. Sr. Constantina Baxla  1. Sr. Mary Sanga Sarkar 

(Superior) 

2. Sr. Lily Topno  2. Sr. Sarojini Baa 

3. Sr. Valley Rose  3. Sr. Margaret Rikhi 

Little Flower Convent, 

Chiephobozou 

1. Sr. Maria Goretti Langhu  1. Sr.Marina Longnila 

(Superior) 

St. Mary’s Convent, 

Lozaphühü 

1.Sr. Elizabeth Barla  1. Sr. Sheena Sebastian 

2. Sr. Angeline  Ephrüni 2. Sr. Lily Aphei Phom  

23 Fr. Anthonyswamy Chinnapparaj       
 

Principal, Asst. Parish 
Priest, Asst. Counsellor 

Sechü-Zubza -  Savio 
Home 

24 Fr. Phikuto Xavier 
 

Counsellor, 
Administrator, Asst. 
Parish Priest 
 

Sechü-Zubza -  Savio 
Home 

25 Cl. Epetsing Isaac 
 

Assistant and Teacher 
 

Sechü-Zubza -  Savio 
Home 

26 Cl. Lyngdoh Cleophas (INS) 
 

Assistant and Teacher 
 

Sechü-Zubza -  Savio 
Home 



7 | P a g e  

 

Ferrando Convent, Phek 1. Sr. Komuni Teresa  Sr. K.V. Haloune Alphonsa 

  

St. Mary’s Convent, 

Angangba 

1. Sr. Evelyn Lungharnao 1. Sr. Henritha Momin 

(Superior) 

 

St. Xavier Convent, Shamator 

1. Sr. Sheena Sebastian  1. Sr. Bertha Nungchim 

(Superior) 

2. Sr. Anastacia Dzüvichü 2. Sr. Melody Lunghar 

 

 

FSMA 

 
Sacred Heart Convent, 

Khuzama 

1. Sr. M. Roselyn Weitsii 1. Sr. M. Smitha 

Kunnathuparamban  

2. Sr. M. Mukta Bilung   

St. Mary’s Convent, Kidima 1. Sr. M. Asha Dungdung  1. Sr. M. Neeti Punam Kiro  

 

St. Mary’s Convent, Atoizu 1. Sr. M. Rosalia Kiro  1. Sr. M. Seema Barla  

2. Sr. M. Mariya Kerketta 2. Sr. M. Mukta Bilung 

St. Mary of the Angels 

Convent, Dimapur  

1. Sr. M. Aruna V. Selvamary 1. Sr. M. Ana Pereira  

2. Sr. M. Supriya Bhuria 2. Sr. M. Jacintha Medosenu 

3. Sr. M. Lisha Antony 3. Sr. M. Sushmita Minj  

4. Sr. M. Ranjeeta More 4. Sr. M. Rosalia Kiro  

 5. Sr. M. Mhalesenu Tsukru 

 6. Sr. M. Rossalan Indowar 

 

Bethany (BS) 

 
Christ King Convent, Kohima 1. Sr. Mary Guite BS 1. Sr. Teresa Gonmei BS- 

School  

 

Holy Cross Convent, 

Dimapur 

1. Sr. Genevieve BS  

2. Sr. Juliana Cutinha BS No Bethany Sister will be in 

Holy Cross School – Section 

D 

 Holy Cross School K.G. In-

charge 

 

 

RJM 
 

Convent of Jesus and Mary 

Toulazouma 

1. Rev. Sr. Grace Joseph 

2. Rev. Sr. Syrpailin Dkhar 

1. Rev. Sr. Alma Ekka 
2. Rev. Sr. Natalina D’Souza 

 

Sisters of St. Ann Luzern (SAL) 

 

St. Ann’s Convent Niuland Rev. Sr. Joicy 1. Rev. Sr. Jayasri Michael  

2. Rev. Sr. Lourdhu Mary 
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FCC  
 

Names From To 

Sr. Lily Therese Provincial House, Dimapur Kohima 

Sr. Mary Paul Kohima Hamren 

Sr. Jessy Jose Provincial House, Dimapur Kohima 

Sr. Ancina Phesama Lakhuti 

Sr. Veronica Maram Seyochung 

Sr. Julianna Maram Kohima 

Sr. Lucy Penmiwon Kohima Doigrong 

Sr. Mary Goretti Provincial House, Dimapur Kohima 

 

May their Souls rest in peace!! 

16
th

 April: Mr. Roy Andrews (54 Years), the brother-in-law of Rev. Fr. Shajimon (Queen Mary 

Parish, Mokokchung).  

7
th

 May: Mrs. Aleykutty (97 Years), the beloved Mother of Rev. Sr.  Catherine Elavumkal SABS 

(Provincial Superior of Corpus Christi Province, Dimapur) 

11
th

 May: Mrs. Mary (76 yrs), the beloved  mother of Sr.Bridget Nelluvelil SABS ( House 

Superior, Provincial  House, Chumoukedima) 

23
rd

 May: Mr. Joseph Mathew (85 Years), the beloved father of Rev. Fr. Thomas Muttathil (St. 

Paul Centre, Noklak) 

25
th

 May: Mr.  Punii Paul (79 Years) the beloved father of Rev. Sr. Esther Poumai (St. Mary's 

Convent, Kohima) 

26
th

 May: Rev. Sr. Damian FCC (94 Years), who served for many years in Mary Help of 

Christians Parish Cathedral, Kohima (also many places in Kohima Diocese) 

28
th

 May: Mr. Varkey Mathew, the beloved brother of Rev. Grace Sr. Maria SH (St. Joseph 

Children's home, Burma Camp) 

28
th

 May: Mrs. Yeli Juliana (75) the beloved mother of Mr. K Pukhato Barnard (CAN executive 

member) and aunty of Fr. Isaac shikaho, Fr. Solomon Kivishi and Sr. Livitoli Angela UFS.  

29
th

 May: Mr. Joy Joseph (72), the elder brother of Rev. Sr. Jessin FCC (St. Paul Parish, Phesama) 

9
th

 June: Rev. Fr. Anand Pereira SJ (St. Paul Parish, Phesama) 

14
th

 June: Mr. John Rose (87 Years) the eldest brother of Rev. Fr. John Kavas (St. Dominic Parish, 

Chiephobozou) 

24
th

 June: Fr. Vazhapilly Francis SJ (93 Years) the founding Principal of St. Joseph's College 

Jakhama 
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Bishop’s Program 
 

 

July 2024 

7 Sun To Tura 

8 Mon Tura; Funeral of Bishop George Mamalassery , 

9 Tue Guwahati – Meeting of the NEIRBC Commission Secretaries  

10 Wed Dimapur – St. Joseph University; 

Toluvi, Blessing of the foundation for Convent, Sisters of St. Elizabeth  

To US 

 

August 2024 

 

16 Fri Return from US 

17 Sat Kohima 

18 Sun To Pungro 

19 Mon Pungro: Inauguration of Higher Secondary 

20 Tue Return from Pungro 

21-24  To Chennai : Celebration of Pontifical Status of DMI & MMI 

25 Sun Return from Chennai 

26-30  Guwahati – Shillong – North East Pastoral Conference, NEIRBC meeting 

31 Sat Kohioma - Consulters meeting (BH Kohima, 9.30 am) 

 

September 2024 

 

1-10  Kohima – Completion of Pending Correspondence 

11-13  Kohima – Meeting with Priests   

14 Sat Dimapur – SABS Profession; Kohima FC meeting 

15-30  To Australia 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Most Rev. Dr. James Thoppil 

Bishop of Kohima 
   

 
 

 


