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Most Rev. Dr. James Thoppil        Bishop‟s House 

         Bishop of Kohima        Post Box No. 519  

Kohima - 797001 

Nagaland  
                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                        September 09, 2024                                                                               
 

BPKOH/CIR/04/2024                   
  

Dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters, Brothers and Lay Faithful, 
 

Greetings from Bishop‟s House, Kohima !!  
 

This year we have experienced very volatile weather conditions – too much of rain in some places 

and less rains in some other places, high temperatures, landslides, traffic congestion and road 

blocks, death and illness, etc. Most people say that these are due to climatic changes. We are 

exploiting and depleting the nature without positively building and caring for the nature. Each of 

these natural disasters is a reminder to us to care for the earth. In the North East Pastoral 

Conference (2022), the theme discussed was care for the nature and how as the members of the 

Church in the region need to be ecologically literate and socially alert in order to be effective agents of 

environmental safety. Though we may not be able to do great things, but we can do small things, such as 

planting of trees in and around our campuses, avoiding the use of plastics, etc.  Let us therefore try in small 

and simple ways to protect the nature and leave rich and healthy legacy to the future generation.  
 

As you might have seen from my program I will be away from the diocese for three weeks vising 

some friends and relatives in Australia. During my absence Rev. Fr. Carolus Neisalhou, the Vicar 

General of the diocese, will take care of the ordinary administration of the diocese.    
 

Diocesan Eucharistic Procession 

 
“The Eucharist,” the Catechism says, “is the source and summit of Christian life. In the Blessed 

Sacrament, we encounter Christ himself. At the Last Supper, on the night he was betrayed, our 

Savior instituted the Eucharistic sacrifice of his Body and Blood. This he did in order to 

perpetuate the sacrifice of the cross throughout the ages until he should come again, and so to 

entrust to his beloved Spouse, the Church, a memorial of his death and resurrection: a 

sacrament of love, a sign of unity, a bond of charity, a Paschal banquet „in which Christ is 

consumed”, 
 

Processions have long been a form of liturgical prayer. Processions to and within sacred sites, 

especially the Temple in Jerusalem, marked numerous festivals in Jewish prayer, and many of the 

psalms were composed to accompany such processions. Theologically, processions remind us that 

we are pilgrims journeying through this earthly existence following Jesus on “the Way” (an early 

title for the Church). We also give public witness to our acceptance of the Lord‟s words: “The 
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bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world” (Jn 6:51). As such, public processions 

serve as tools of evangelization within our neighborhoods. 

 

Most of the dioceses in the North East have begun annual Eucharistic procession at the diocesan 

level. The annual Eucharistic procession in Shillong brings together thousands of pilgrims and 

most of them return spiritually enriched and faith strengthened. One of the decisions after the 

successful celebration of the Golden Jubilee of the Diocese on October 28-29, 2023 was to have 

annual diocesan Eucharistic procession during the last Sunday of October.  
 

Therefore we shall begin the faith program this year in a small way. The date proposed is 27
th

 

October 2024. We hope that parishes in and around Kohima could be invited to take part. The 

logistics could be worked out by the Cathedral Parish Council.  
 

Ordinary Jubilee 2025 
 

In the previous circulars, I had mentioned that Pope Francis declared the year 2024 as a year of 

prayers in preparation for the Jubilee Year 2025. Pope Francis invites us to discover the great value 

and absolute need for prayer in personal life, in the life of the church and in the world. To help us 

to pray in our families, we printed a small booklet containing various prayers. As suggested in our 

Diocesan Pastoral Council I request everyone to make a small prayer altar in the house and to have 

a family prayer together with all the members of the family daily (may be before the supper) 

because praying together as a family is the best way of bonding, communion and communication 

within the family.  
 

The motto for the Jubilee 2025 is “Pilgrims of Hope”. The jubilee is to be a time of rest, review, 

restore and reconcile with the following characteristics: Pilgrimages (to designated Churches in the 

diocese and Rome); Reconciliation (restoration of social justice and personal reconciliation through 

confessions), Prayer (being open to God‟s presence) Liturgy (public prayer of the Church), 

Profession of faith (identity of the baptized), Indulgence (experience of God‟s mercy). 
 

The CBCI prepared a road map for a meaningful and spiritual celebration of the Jubilee 2025 

highlighting certain events that can be taken up and celebrated in each parish. I am enclosing the 

program of action and each Parish / region can organize programs for a meaningful celebration of 

the ordinary Jubilee.  
 

For the jubilee year 2025, the Cathedral Church of Mary Help of Christians, Kohima is officially 

designated as the Church for pilgrimages and fulfilling the conditions laid down, one can obtain 

plenary indulgences granted by the Church.  
 

 North East India Pastoral Conference 
 

This year the annual North East India regional Pastoral Conference was held at NEDSSS, 

Guwahati from 26
th

 to 29
th

 August 2024. There were more than 130 participants – Bishops, priest, 

religious superiors and special invitees. The theme for the conference was “Evangelization in North 

East by revisiting „Ecclesia in Asia‟”. It is 25 years since the publication of this post-synodal 

Apostolic Exhortation. It also dealt with two other mission documents, namely, Evangelii 

Nunciandi (1975) and Evangelii Guadium (2013) that accentuate the missionary nature of the 

Church. The thrust of the Church in the North East has been Evangelization and it has brought 

great success by way of expansion of the Church both qualitatively and quantitatively. Today we 

have 15 dioceses and over one million Catholics in the North East. The bishops will bring out a 
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Pastoral letter as a fruit of this pastoral conference to be studied and acted upon at all levels of the 

Church – village, parish, region and diocese.  

 

North East India Regional Bishop‟s Council (NEIRBC).  
 

After the North East India Pastoral Conference, the Bishops of the region gathered at the 

Archbishop‟s House, Shillong, for their second annual meeting. During the meeting it was decided 

to gear up the whole Church in the North East India towards the great Jubilee 2033. It was 

suggested to have nine years of preparation for the great jubilee (novena), in line with what the 

region did for the Centenary of the Catholic Church in the Northeast. Each of the Archdioceses and 

dioceses in the region will keep one year in their respective diocese with a specific theme, inviting 

the bishops and representative from the region for the common celebration.  NEIRBC will also 

issue a pastoral letter each year on the relevant theme of the celebration during the year.  A general 

program as suggested in the meeting is given below: 

 

2024: ITANAGAR: Focus/Theme: “EUCHARIST, MISSION & EVANGELIZATION”  

                                                     (Inauguration of the Maha jubilee)  

2025: BONGAIGAON:  Focus/Theme: “CHILDREN” 

2025: AIZAWL: Focus/Theme: “BEC” 

2026: DIBRUGARH: Focus/Theme: “PRIESTS AND RELIGIOUS” 

2027: DIPHU: Focus/Theme: “CATECHESIS” 

2027: AGARTALA: Focus/Theme: “SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY / CHANGE” 

2028: TEZPUR: Focus/Theme: “SACRAMENTS” 

2028: KOHIMA: Focus/Theme: “LAITY” 

2029: MIAO: Focus/Theme: “YOUTH” 

2030: IMPHAL: Focus/Theme: “(BIBLE) GOSPEL AND CULTURE” 

2031: NONGSTOIN, Focus/Theme: “FAMILY” 

2031: JOWAI: Focus/Theme: “VOCATION AND FORMATION” 

2032: GUWAHATI: Focus/Theme: “ECUMENISM” 

2033: TURA: Focus/Theme: “WOMEN” 

2033: SHILLONG: Focus/Theme: (Marian Year) “MOTHER MARY, POPULAR DEVOTIONS /  

                                                                                  PIETY” 

 

Our diocese will celebrate it in the year 2028 during the month of October, commemorating the 80 

years of the arrival and stay of the first Catholic missionaries to Nagaland with specific emphasis 

on the laity, who played the vital role in the establishment and spread of the Catholic faith in 

Nagaland.  
 

The regional bishops have also sent a circular at the request of the members of the Pastoral 

Conference regarding the general guidelines regarding vocation promotion in the region. A copy is 

attached for information and compliance.  
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Forthcoming Events 

September      27-30 Catechists & Lay leaders Conclave – Mt. Tabor, Kohima 

October  07  Monday Regional Animators meeting (2.30 pm to 4.30 pm, BH, 

Dimapur) 

     Consulters meeting   (5.00 pm  to 7.00 pm (BH, Dimapur) 

  08 Tuesday CEDOK General Body meeting (9.00 am; Holy Cross 

Campus) 

     Recollection for Priests (5.30 to 7.30 pm; Holy Cross) 

  08 - 11   CEDOK School Competitions 

  09 – 11  DFNEI Convention – Shillong 

                        11 – 14  2
nd

 Vocation Camp – Mt. Carmel Parish, 4
th

 Mile 

  12 Saturday Golden Jubilee, St. Xavier Hr. Sec. School, Meluri 

  17 – 20  BEC Regional Meeting – Khonoma 

  26 Saturday Golden Jubilee, Don Bosco School, Tseminyu 

  27 Sunday Diocesan Eucharistic Procession – Cathedral 

November  20-22   Jesus Youth – Bishops‟ Summit, Shillong 

  23-24   N E Inauguration of the Great Jubilee 2033 (Itanagar) 

December  01 Sunday Comumnio Sunday 

        08 Sunday Silver Jubilee – V K Town, Mokokchung Parish 

  13 Friday  Lotha Women Association Convention (Longsa) 

  14 Saturday Zeliang Women Association (Ekisingram) 

  18 Wednesday Regional Animators meeting (BH.D- 2.30-4.30)  

     Senate (BH. D- 5.00 7.00 pm) 

  19=20   Diocesan meetings 

  22 Sunday Golden Jubilee – Porba 

  27 Friday  Ordination to priesthood. Kidima 

  28 Saturday Golden Jubilee and priestly ordination, Poilva 

  29 Sunday Golden Jubilee St. Teresa Church, Peren 

  30 Monday Golden Jubilee of St.Peter‟s Church, Tening 

  31 Tuesday Priestly ordination, Phesama  
 

Second Diocesan Vocation Camps – 2024 
 

Venue  : Mt. Carmel Parish, 4
th

 Mile, Dimapur 

Date   : 11 – 14 October, 2024 

Arrival  : 11
th

 October at 4:00 pm 

Departure  : 14 October after Mass & Breakfast  
 

Fr. Alex Tep, the vocation promoter of the diocese has sent you the details about the camp.  Kindly 

contact him for further details or any clarification. Mobile No. (8416092100 / 9485210215 / 

7005205732), Email: sec.kohimadiocese@gmail.com 
 

CEDOK competitions 2024 
 

After three years of gap due to Pandemic, CEDOK resumed interschool competitions last year with 

literary and cultural competitions. This year, CEDOK will hold Inter School Games Meet. The 

meet will be held on 9
th

 and 10
th

 of October 2024 at St. Joseph Hr Sec School, Chumoukedima, St. 

Anthony School, Tenyiphe and Carmel Hr Sec School, Chekiye. The boys both juniors and seniors 

will have football, basketball and volley ball and girls both juniors and seniors will have basketball 

mailto:sec.kohimadiocese@gmail.com
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and volley ball for the games meet. The interschool games meet is an opportunity for students from 

Catholic Schools all over the state to interact with their compatriots in other areas, showcase their 

talents and compete at the state level, and give opportunity for al round development of the 

children in our educational institutions. 
 

Congratulation to Teachers Day Awardees 
 

We congratulate three teachers who received State Teacher‟s Award on the teachers‟ day. Out of 

the four teachers who were awarded from private schools, three were from our schools viz. Smti. 

Alokananda Das (Holy Cross Higher Secondary School, Dimapur), Shri. Z. Chimjiba (St. Xavier 

Higher Secondary School, Shamator) and Smti. Rongsenkhala (Queen Mary Higher Secondary 

School, Mokokchung).  It is the recognition of their commitment to the vocation and ministry of 

teaching. We thank them and wish them many years of service to the ministry of teaching.  
 

Congratulation to Successful NPSC Candidates, 2024  
 

We are happy that six of our Catholics have passed the NPSC examinations. We congratulate them 

and wish them all the best in their cherished future career.    

 

 Name Post Parish 

1 Miss Kewimesin Nriame Extra Assistant 

Commissioner (Rank 12) 

St. Francis De Sales Church, 

Tening 

2 Mr. L. Yantsothung Lotha Extra Assistant 

Commissioner (Rank 2) 

Holy Cross Parish, Dimapur 

3 Mr. K. Sudanvito Justin Women Resource 

Development Officer under 

Women Development 

Department 

St. John Church Kiusam 

4 Mr. Liyingchan Humtsoe Block Development Officer 

under Rural Development 

Department 

St. Francis De Sales Parish, 

Kohima 

5 Mr. Onokehie Albert Soleho Inspector of Co-operation 

Department 

Mary Help of Christians 

Cathedral, Kohima 

6 Mr. Terrance E. Kithan Inspector in Cooperative 

Society 

St. Mary‟s Parish, Lakhuti 

 

 

Transfers and Appointments 

I thank all the priests and religious who carry out various ministries in the diocese at various 

parishes and centers. Transfers are part and parcel of religious life. I am giving below transfers and 

new appointment in the diocese. 

 

Diocesan Transfers 

 

1. Fr. John Lichoi  Centre In-charge & Principal, Noklak   

2. Fr. Siby John  Medical and Sabbatical leave    

3. Deacon John Nokeduzo Tobu  
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MSJ Sisters 

 

Sr. Christy Maria MSJ Superior, Holy Redeemer Convent, Chumukediam 

Sr. Teris MSJ   Superior, St. Joseph Palliative Care Centre, Chumukedima 

 

May their Souls rest in peace!! 

12
th

 July: Mr. S. Ashiho John Mao (91 Years) a devout Catholic with great missionary zeal  

                  from Holy Cross Parish, Dimapur.  

15
th

 July: Rev. Sr. Carmine Lobo UFS (71 Years), served at Sacred Heart Parish Chizami, Phek  

                  in the early years of 1976-77.  

19
th

 August: Mr. Chena Humtsoe the uncle of Rev. Fr. John Ntonse  

                  (Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish 4th Mile, Chümoukedima) 

21
st
 August: Rev. Sr Norbetha Ekka PDDM (69 years) served at Mt. Tabor retreat house in 1980. 

4
th

 September: Mrs Annamma Joseph (85) the beloved mother of Rev. Fr. Sunny Joseph 

                    Kudumbakuzhy (Bishop's House Dimapur) 

 

     Bishop‟s Program 
 

September 2024 

 
1 Sun Kohima – World Day of Prayer for Creation 

2 Mon Kohima 

3 Tue Kohima 

4 Wed Kohima 

5 Thu Kohima 

6 Fri St. Joseph College (Autonomous) Jakhama : Graduation 

7 Sat Kohima 

8 Sun Kohima – 14
th
 Episcopal Ordination Anniversary 

9 Mon Kohima – Meeting groups that have made appointments 

10 Tue Kohima  

11 Wed Kohima – Meeting Guest Priests 

12 Thu Jakhama – GB meeting  

13 Fri Kohima -  

14 Sat Dimapur – First Profession – SABS – Leave for Australia 

  15  - October 05 - Australia 

 

October 2024 

 

5 Sat Return from Australia 

6 Sun Catechism Sunday 

7 Mon Dimapur – Regional Animators meeting – ( 2.30- 4.30 ) Consulters meeting (5.00 – 7.00) 

8 Tue Dimapur – CEDOK General Body meeting (HC campus 9.00 am) Recollection  

9 Wed Shillong – OTC Symposium – DFNEI  Convention 

10 Thu CEDOK Games - DFNEI – Return from Shillong 

11 Fri CEDOK Games – 2
nd

 Vocation Camp – Leave for Meluri 

12 Sat Meluri _ School Jubilee  
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13 Sun Kohima 

14 Mon Kohima 

15 Tue Jalukie – GB, St. Xavier College 

16 Wed Kohima 

17 Thu Khonoama – BEC Regional Meeting 

18 Fri Khonoama – BEC Regional Meeting 

19 Sat Dimapur – FCC Profession – HRHC GB Meeting  (2.30 pm) 

20 Sun Mission Sunday 

21 Mon Kohima – NE Formators meeting – Mt. Tabor 

22 Tue Kohima – NE Formators meeting – Mt. Tabor 

23 Wed Kohima – NE Formators meeting – Mt. Tabor 

24 Thu Kohima 

25 Fri Kohima 

26 Sat Tseminyu – Golden Jubilee of Don Bosco School, Tseminyu 

27 Sun Kohima – Diocesan Annual Eucharistic Procession 

28 Mon Kohima –Deacon Sherman arrives with 30 pilgrims to Nagaland 

29 Tue To Chessore 

30 Wed Chessore 

31 Thu Return to Kohima 

 

November 2024 

 

1 Fri Kohima –All Saints Day 

2 Sat Kohima 

3 Sun Kohima – Mass with Deacon Sherman and group 

4 Mon Kohima 

5 Tue Kohima 

6 Wed To Guwahati for ARMS meeting 

7 Thu ARMS meet – Return from Guwahati 

8 Fri Kohima: 

9 Sat Medziphema  -Pastoral Visit  

10 Sun Medziphema  -Pastoral Visit 

11 Mon Medziphema  -Pastoral Visit 

12 Tue Medziphema  -Pastoral Visit 

13 Wed Medziphema  -Pastoral Visit 

14 Thu Kohima 

15 Fri Kohima 

16 Sat Kohima – FC meeting 

17 Sun Kohima 

18 Mon Kohima -27
th
 Death Anniversary of Bishop Abraham Alangimattathil 

19 Tue Kohima 

20 Wed To Shillong – Jesus Youth – Bishops Summit 

21 Thu Shillong – Jesus Youth – Bishops Summit 

22 Fri To Itanagar  

23 Sat Itanagar   - Blessing and inauguration of Priests Home and farewell to Bp. John Thomas 

24 Sun Itanagar – Inauguration of great Jubilee 2033 in NE – Theme: “Eucharist and Mission” 

                  Opening of the Jubilee Door in Rome for the Jubilee 2025 
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25 Mon Return from Itanagar 

26 Tue Kohima 

27 Wed Kohima 

28 Thu Kohima 

29 Fri Kohima 

30 Sat Kohima 

 

December 2024 

 

1 Sun Kohima: Communio Sunday 

2 Mon Kohima 

3 Tue Kohima 

4 Wed Kohima 

5 Thu Kohima 

6 Fri Kohima 

7 Sat To Mokokchung 

8 Sun VK Town: Silver Jubilee 

9 Mon Kohima 

10 Tue Dimapur – CMC Synasis 

11 Wed Kohima 

12 Thu Kohima 

13 Fri Longsa: : Lotha Women Association Convention 

14 Sat Eckisingram – Zeliang Catholic Women Convention 

15 Sun Razeba: Silver Jubilee of Women Association 

16 Mon Kohima 

17 Tue Kohima 

18 Wed Dimapur – Regional Animators  meeting (BH.D- 2.30-4.30) Senate (BH. D- 5.00 7.00 pm) 

19 Thu Dimapur – Priests meeting (HC campus - 9.00 – 3.30) 5.00 Recollection  

20 Fri Kohima   - Consulters meeting (BHD 8.30 am) 

21 Sat Kohima 

22 Sun Pfutsero – Porba – Golden Jubilee 

23 Mon Kohima 

24 Tue Kohima - Dimapur 

25 Wed Kohima – Christmas Day 

26 Thu Kohima 

27 Fri Kidima – Ordinations – Deacons Savio and John 

28 Sat Poilwa – Golden Jubilee and priestly Ordination – Deacon Kevin MSFS 

29 Sun Peren - Feast of the  Holy Family:; Golden Jubilee of St. Thersa Church Peren -  

30 Mon Tening – Golden Jubilee of St. Peter‟s Church Nchan 

31 Tue Lozaphuhu – Priestly ordination of Deacon Charls SDB 

 
   

 

 

Most Rev. Dr. James Thoppil 

Bishop of Kohima 
   


